
PAPUA NEW GUINEA PORT MORESBY/ MADANG DIVING PART 4 1978 and 1979. 
 

In true Melanesian tradition our final week in New Guinea was the most relaxing. After 
we arrived in Port Moresby, Bob Halstead, who headed Tropical Diving Adventures and 
guided us diving off the walls in Madang, took us for a week of diving off Lion's Island. 
Our first day out the ocean was calm, and once at our dive location the reef below was 
so incredibly clear you could see over 100 feet to the bottom. A whole new world 
became unveiled to those of us who had never dove in tropical waters. Once below the 
surface, the lime green reef became a kaleidoscope of indescribable colors. Above the 
sun filtered through in spreading rays of light, highlighting the electric blues of a small 
fish that would dart into coral crevices when approached. Every shape and form of coral 
imaginable came into view as we descended: bright crimson sea fans, red, green and 
yellow staghorns, and pale green and blue brain corals. Above the coral a panoply of 
marine life became apparent as we watched schools of Moorish Idols, wrasse, and 
butterfly fish. 
 
Bob took us to the most inspirational area of 
the reef on our final dive. After entering the 
water, he led us to a dramatic coral canyon 
where vertical cliffs predominate. At the cliff’s 
edge the submarine forest of coral dropped 
into a dark blue infinity that was peppered 
with countless parades of fish moving in 
unison, gliding in synchronization with infinite 
grace. We sank deeper, suspended 
weightless along the cliff wall in the lee of sea 
fans. Once at the - sandy bottom, Dave, Bob, 
and Jim managed to feed hundreds of 
damselfish, wrasse, and groupers. It was a       Above: we camped on an island with sea snakes 



 new realm of discovery for all of us, a breathtaking yet silent world of beauty. This is all 
part of the Coral Triangle, an amazing diversity of corals and fish we saw also in 
Madang on the Bismarck Sea.  
 

Photos by Bob Halstead, Divemaster who supported us in Port Moresby. 

 
The Coral Triangle consists of a large marine designated area that includes 6 countries. 
Named for its staggering coral diversity, it is here that the Indian Ocean mixes with the 
Pacific, forming strong currents through a vast network of islands and tropical reefs. 
This area of ocean mixing is considered to have the greatest marine diversity in the 



world and holds over 76% (605) of the coral species of the world and boasting more 

coral reef fish diversity than anywhere else in the world: 37% (2,228) of the world’s coral 

I am 20 meters (66 feet0 in depth in coral, left fan coral at 2582 meters (82 feet) photos by Bob Halstead 

Coral Sea mount off of Waimea Island Coral Triangle West Papua 

 
reef fish species, and 56% of the 4,050 coral reef fishes in the Indo-Pacific region. And 
the superlatives continue with the area sustaining six of the world’s seven species of 
marine turtles including the huge jellyfish eating leatherback, hawksbill and green, 700 
species of mollusk including 7 giant clam species, 57 species of mantis shrimp, and 13 
marine mammal species including the endangered dugong, dolphins, and the blue and 
sperm whales.  
 
Situated within the center of the Coral Triangle, the reefs and marine ecosystems 
around Papua New Guinea is also home to over 600 species of corals that host up to 



3,000 species of fish. The warm waters of PNG’s EEZ also plays host to 32 cetacean 

Coral Reef mounts and sea fans Waimea Coral Triangle 
 
species that ‘winter-over’ in the tropical waters. The Coral Triangle area is called an 
‘underwater Amazon’ that stretches across 5.7 million square kilometers 6 million km2 
(2.32 million miles2, 1,4 x the area of Alaska) and its biodiversity sustains the lives of 
120 million people The area extends from the Island of Borneo west that includes 
Sabah Malaysia and Kalimantan Indonesia north to the Philippines, then spans east 
across the Indonesian island chain of Java, Bali, Sulawesi, Maluku, the Raja Ampat 
islands, and Papua new Guinea to the Solomon Islands. 
 
Awaiting the Quantas jet to carry us back to Sydney from Port Moresby, then on to San 
Francisco, everyone thanked the Sobek crew for their tremendous effort in giving us a 
memorable experience. The Watut River, Manam island, the Chimbu Highlands, and 
Lions Island were woven together to focus on the natural beauty and timeless culture of 
New Guinea. Even as we were readying to leave, Bob and Dave were talking about 
new trip for Sobek next fall: to hike from Telefomin at the head of the Sepik River to the 
mountains west. Here the peaks are steep and even more remote, the people less 
acculturated. Each of us could sense that we would return, and our New Guinea 
experience had been the most exciting trip of our lives. The following year I did return 
and was a guest of the New Guinea Travel group headed by Australian public relations 
from my article in Adventure Travel Magazine on the diversity of culture and natural 
history of Papua.  

Photos taken with sony 4/3 camera and underwater housing, Misool Islands West Papua 2015, Anemone 
fish, bumphead 


